
POLICY NO. 8312  - DISTRICT WEB SITE

Internet access in the District provides an opportunity for students, parents, and staff to share information in a dynamic and unique way.  One communication avenue is the District’s web site.  It has been implemented to provide information about curriculum, instruction, school-related activities and other general information related to the District’s schools, programs and mission.

This policy defines the purpose of the District’s web site and general use and publishing guidelines.  The Board of Education directs the Superintendent of Schools to create and implement appropriate regulations to maintain the integrity of the information communicated on the District’s web site.

Web content and web page developers will adhere to all provisions of this policy, its related regulations, and the Computer Use Policy/AUP (Acceptable Use Procedures). 

Educational Value

All District web site content and links to external sites will be consistent with District goals to keep the public informed of District activities and support the success of the educational programs.  Each building’s homepage must include a disclaimer message indicating that when the user leaves the District web site, the District does not necessarily approve the site.  No information that is offensive or materially disruptive to the educational process shall be permitted on the District web site.  Links with sites with derogatory or offensive material will not be permitted.  Also, no derogatory material toward any individual or group will be permitted on the District web site or on any links to the District web site.

Teacher Web Pages

The District web site will link to teacher-developed web sites provided that the teacher’s web site meets the requirements set forth in this policy, its related regulations and the Computer Use Policy/AUP.  Teachers should request approval, in writing, of a link through the Building Principal.

The District encourages the publication of web pages related to curriculum and informational materials.  The District will not link or publish individual teacher sites that do not directly support established District curriculum and programs.  All content must be kept current.

Student Web Pages

The District web site will publish web pages or link web sites created by students as part of a class activity.  Material presented on student class activity web pages must meet the educational objectives of the class activity and be approved by the teacher and Web Site Manager.  All content must be kept current.  It will not be considered a violation of a student’s free speech to require removal of material based on legitimate educational concerns or any violation of the Computer Use Policy or this policy.  Student web pages must include the following disclaimer: “This is a student Web Page.  Opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect and shall not be attributed to the District.”  The District reserves the right to remove or unlink any web pages that are in violation of this policy.

Privacy and Safety

At no time shall any personally identifiable student information appear on 

the District’s web site or linked sites, except in accordance with the FERPA regulations, this policy and expressed written permission.

At no time shall any teacher’s title and District e-mail address, or other staff member’s personal information, other than name, appear on the District’s web site or linked sites without the permission of the individual.

Information on Adults

Public information (such as the names titles and contact information for members of the Board of Education and District office personnel, etc.) may be published on the web site as needed.  

Information on Minors between the Ages of 13 and 18

Information on minors between the ages of 13 and 18 (such as their names, photographs, projects such as essays, art work, poetry, etc.) may be published on the web site ONLY with the expressed WRITTEN permission of the minor’s custodial parent/guardian.  The school should keep a copy of the completed permission form and send the original to the District Web Site Manager along with the material being submitted.

Information on Minors Younger than 13

No information on minors younger than 13, which could be used to identify 

any particular individual, is to be published on the District web site or any site to which the District web site links.  Forbidden content includes names (first and/or last) and photographs identifying the student(s) by name.

However, group and individual photographs of minors younger than 13  that do not identify the student(s) by name may be published on the District web site only with the expressed WRITTEN permission of the minor’s custodial parent/ guardian.

Copyright

All students and staff are directed to adhere carefully to all copyright laws 

and District policies and regulations regarding copyright protection.  Web 

page authors are cautioned that material that may be copied legally under 

the “fair use” provision of copyright law may be viewed as a public performance when published on a web page.  The content creator should secure permission from the copyright owner for any use of any copyright material that does not come within the “fair use” exception.

Commercial Sites and Services

The official District web site is hosted by Southern Westchester BOCES, 

Lower Hudson Regional Information Center and is located at this Internet 

URL:  www: mtplcsd.org.  

All other web sites that purport to represent the District do so without the 

District’s knowledge or permission and are not authorized by the School 

District.  The Superintendent must approve sites created by commercial 

sites in the name of the District in order to be authorized by the District.

